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"In Emerson's eeire definition, the world is everything that is not
my self, including my own body. For most of us nowadays, the world
i1s altogether less foreign, less alienated, less extremely other. And less
dizzyingly enormous. Technology, once having created the global
village, has since domesticated it nearly intervalized it. From wherever
elsewhere is, first came the explorer's account, then a map, next a

postcard, now a documentary ! everything seems closer. The most
distant locale, the most exotic customs are now the size of a screen,

and the term "remote control" is less a device than a metaphor."
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“It announces the predestined Asian future of Europe, free from
nationalistic narrowness, no longer hemmed in by language boundaries
polyphonically religious super slowed down, softened by the new warm
and wet climate.”
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"Bengali Literature is even now in its infancy. In proof
of this startling quation, we need only to refer to the plain
fact that (with the exception of a number of disreputable
erotic works) the great majority of Bengali books of any
rate are foreign originals, Even Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
is principally distinguished as a translator or imitator of
foreign models".
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"This was part of a natural process of cultural
transmission within the country which did not nced the
mediation of academies or government patronage. In the
early twentieth century Saratchandra Chatterjee became
a household name in many linguistic regions of the
country without any institution sponsoring the translation
of his work...... These translations happened spontaneously
and created their own readership”.
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"Vidyasagar learnt English late, from his English
contacts and from friends who had studied in Hindu
College, but mastered it, sufficiently to translate or adapt
numerous texts, even Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors".
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“Jivancharit and Charitabali are material from William

and Robert Chambers' 'Exemplory and Instructive Biog-

raphy' (Edinburgh, 1846) to present brief life-histories of

leading western scientists, along with those of Grotius,

Valentine Duval (a Shephard boy who rose to become a

historian) and Jenkins (son of an African prince who

managed to get a British education). The concentration

on scientists (Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Linnacus)

indicates Vidyasagar’s nationalist preferences, and so

perhaps is the insertion here of Grotius".
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