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As to the name of India, it is of interest to remember that Vrihia
was an ancient Sanskrit name for India, and that this name can be

pronounced by the Maori as frithia or Wirihia. The word Ari the
name of a very important food-supply of India, is the Dravirian
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word for rice, and it may be compared to Vari, Wari, Pari etc., all
of which denote rice. An old Sanskrit name for rice was Vrihi,
which may possible have been the origin of the name Vrihia. Again
Mr. S. Percy Smith has shown in his work Hawaiki that Hawaiki-
Varinga is mentioned in Rototongan tradition as a name for the
homeland and here again this Vari rice word appears. The Maori
as he was : Elsdon Best, R. E. Owen Govt. Printer, Wellington,

1924, Pages 18-19.
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