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“National libraries— Libraries formally established by a country to
nerform national function— are now the accepted fact of library life but
they are historically or relatively recent phenomenon.” (International
History of Library Science — Vol — (1) Edited— David H. Stam)

ST RIS TooITE STEABAI 22AfERs 116 BT St @F 740
212 IR TS TAR (5B T | JoTS GO SFR19NT 4=ellb] S |
e a7 fofesh abla| ¢ Sfeghim ofs s s=2 @ 2AE,

“National libraries came into being with the establishment of the National
library in Paris and the library in the University of Prague in 1350,
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was the period of Private libraries while the 19th century was the Period
of great national collections”
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S ‘T FiErdfaa’ @4ty e — “National libraries is the more o
less modern sense began to appear in the 18th century. In the nineteent,
century nearly all other countries in Europe established national libraries

as did most countries in South America”: &g GIeIT aFlsiTa F™ir%
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National Library as understood today is a creation of the last fifty years”
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conserving the whole of the countries Book Productions for the benifit
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211f<5 | “National libraries which ir-espective of their title, are responsible

for acquaring and conserving copies of all significant publications
published in the country and functioning as a deposit library, either, by
law or under other arrangement. They will normally perform some of the
following function : Produce a national Bibliography, hold and keep up to
date a large and representative collection of foreign literature including
books about the country, act as a bibliographical information centre,
compile union catalogue, publish the retrospective national bibliography.
Libraries which may be called national but whose functions do not
correspond to the above definition should not be placed in the national
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libraries category.
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“It should collect all literary and related materials concerned with the
nation, both current publications under copyright deposit and historical
materials, be a conservatory of materials concerned with world culture
and the natural main source in the country of such material for scholars
and research workers ; act as the authority for the compilation of the
national bibliography, this stemming naturally from its functions as a
copyright deposit library; serve as the focal point and organising agency
for national and international inter loan of books ; and it should be the
organizing centre for national and international book exchange.”’
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“The functions of a National library were largely defined by the sccial,
cultural, economic and geographical conditions of the country in which it

was located.™
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