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In the social production of their life, men enter into definite
relations that are indispensable and independent of their will, relations
of production which correspond to a definite stage of development of
their material productive forces. The sum total of these relations of
production constitutes the economic structure of society, the real
foundation, on which rises a legal and political super structure and to
which correspond definite forms of socical consciousness. The mode
of production of material life conditions the social, political and

intellectual life process in general. It is not the consciousness of men
that determines their being, but, on the contrary, their social being that
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determines their consciousness. (Karl Marx : Preface to a Contribution
to the Critique of Political Economy.)
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Labour, adaptation to ever new operations, the inheritance of
muscles, ligaments, and over longer periods of time, bones that had
undergone special development and the ever renewed employment of
this inherited finesse in new, more and more complicated operations,
have given the human hand the high degree of perfection required to
conjure into being the pictures of a Raphael, the statues of a
Thoravaldsen, the music of a Paganine. (F. Engels : Dialectics of
Nature)
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Ata certain stage of this development, the material productive forces
of society come in conflict with the existing relations of production, or
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what is but a legal expression for the same thing—with the property
relations within which they have been at work hitherto. From forms of
development of the productive forces these relations tum into their fetters.
Then begins an epoch of social revolution. (Karl Marx : Preface to a
Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy)
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