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Gitanjali, recreated into English by the poet himself, has
been the most successful of all the Tagore translations. The
Western Gitanjali loses much of the musical beauty and
evocative power of the original poems; yet it is a jewel, even
a jewel of English religious poetry. Some of those who
translated it from the English into other European languages
were great poets themselves. The French and the Dutch
versions were extremely beautiful, the Spanish ‘Ofrenda
Lirica’ is beautiful too; Van Eeden, Gide and Jimenez were
great names in their respective countries. Gitanjali lent itself
to good tramslation : the simplicity of its language, the
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universal character of its spiritual message, the subdued
quietness of its tone made it easier for translators to render
its poems into their various languages than it would have
been the case with poems richer in narrative or dramatic
content. Within a few years Gitanjali was read in nearly all
the European languages; the French translation alone passed
through some 35 editions, and similar success obtained in

other languages as well. To-day still Tagore is, for the west,
the author of Gitanjali.
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FHCI9 Al: ‘One has only to compare this English prose, beautiful as it is, with

the original poetry to see how much has gone out with the change; something
is successfully substituted which may satisfy the English reader, but can
never satisfy the ear or the mind that has once listened to the singer’s own
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Thompson again, after my translations were substantially complete, I came,
alas, to the conclusion that Tagore was right.’
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Selected Poems of Rabindranath Tagore William Radice; Penguin
Books : 1985

Rabindranath Tagore: I Won't Let You Go, Selected Poems Ketaki
Kushari Dyson; UBSPD : 1992

Rabindranath Tagore: Selected Poems; Oxford University Press
Sukanta Chaudhuri [Also General Editor with a few co-translators] : 2004
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In regard to the assistance you expect from me, I am afraid
that as I have never used to express myself in the English
language I shall not be able to give an adequate or effective
idea of what I feel to be the truth about our country.
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